
 
 

Did you know that Hawaii was settled more than 1,600 years ago by Polynesians who 
migrated northwest from the Marquesas Islands? Polynesians from Tahiti began to arrive in the 
9th century. The early Hawaiians were very good at fishing, farming, and navigating. They did 
not have metal and pottery, but they were very good at using their natural resources: wood, 
shell, stone, and bone. Their huge double and outrigger canoes were technically spectacular. 
By the late 18th century, Native Hawaiian society had become a complex one with a strict 
system of laws decided by chiefs and priests. In 1959, Hawaii became the last state to join the 
United States. Now, Hawaii is an exciting vacation destination full of exquisite nature, interesting 
history and culture, and important natural resources.  
 
 

Hawaii’s flag was commissioned by King Kamehameha in 1816. It has a few different 
parts. In the top left corner, it has the British flag. This represents the alliance between Hawaii 
and the British. It is the only state flag that includes another country’s flag on it. The flag has 
eight stripes. Each stripe represents one of the main islands of Hawaii. Coincidentally, the 
stripes on the flag are also the official colors of America: red, white, and blue.  
 
 

Tourism contributes in a large way to Hawaii’s economy. Visitors travel from the US 
mainland, Canada, Australia, Asia and especially Japan. About half  of the hotels in Hawaii are 
located on Oahu, mostly in Waikiki. Cruise ships frequently stop in Honolulu. Hawaii’s 
agriculture also contributes to the economy of the Islands. Pineapple and sugarcane exports 
have gone down in the late 20th century. Now, flowers, specifically orchids, macadamia nuts, 
papaya, and coffee are valuable exports. Federal defense spending also brings money to 
Hawaii. The location of Hawaii holds a useful position in protecting the United States. The 
military presence and activity in Hawaii contributes to the local economy.  
 
 
 

Hawaii has many special landmarks. The natural landmarks are marvelous. The islands 
have exceptional volcanoes including the world’s most active one, Kilauea, in Hawaii’s Volcano 
National Park on the island of Hawaii. On Kauai is Waimea Canyon, also known as the Grand 
Canyon of the Pacific. Hawaii has the most spectacular colorful beaches, with sand in red, 
yellow, pink and even black! In a public square in  Honolulu, there is an important statue of King 
Kamehameha I, who ruled from 1782 to 1819. The Iolani Palace in Honolulu, currently a 
museum and National Historic Landmark, used to be  the state capitol building until a new one 
was built in 1968. The Pearl Harbor memorial is built on the hull of the sunken USS Arizona. It 
was dedicated as a national memorial on May 30, 1962. In addition to the important landmarks 
mentioned, there is much to see and learn in Hawaii. 
 



Hawaii is located more than two thousand miles west of California. It is surrounded by 
the Pacific Ocean and is the only state that is completely surrounded by water. Hawaii is the 
world’s biggest island chain made up of one hundred thirty two islands all governed by David  
Ige. Hawaii is the only US state that is completely made up of islands. The area of Hawaii is 
10,970 square miles. According to the 2010 census, the population is 1,360,301, and current 
estimates are 1.4 million. There are eight major islands in Hawaii: Hawaii (a.k.a the Big Island), 
Maui, Oahu, Kauai, Molokai, Lanai, Niihau, and Kahoolawe. All of the major islands are 
inhabited  except Kahoolawe. The capital, Honolulu, is located on The Big Island.  
  

Hawaii is known for its pleasant climate.The temperature does not really fluctuate. In the 
lowlands, the average temperature is around 75 degrees Fahrenheit. The sunshine and rainfall 
patterns are also predictable, but they change with the location and altitude. The driest place in 
the island chain, on the Big Island’s Kawaihae, gets around nine inches of rain in a year. Mount 
Waialeale, on Kauai, gets 450 inches of rain a year. It is one of the wettest places on earth. 
Hawaii does not get severe weather like hurricanes, that often.  
 

The state’s nickname is the Aloha state, because that is how you say hello and goodbye 
in   Hawaiian. Hawaii is the only U.S state with two official languages: English and Hawaiian. 
The sport of surfing may have come from what is now Hawaii. Today, professional surfers ride 
waves over 50 feet high. Luaus, outdoor Hawaiian feasts, are popular. They often include the 
hula dance, which is a traditional Hawaiian dance that tells a story through movement. Dancers 
usually wear leis and grass skirts. Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States, was 
born in Honolulu. 
 
 

Hawaii is a very relaxing state. I’d love to see the colorful beaches and luaus, the Iolani 
palace must be nice too. Those who haven’t gone I hope you can go soon! 


